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SUBJECT: BERLIN SENAT PREPARED TO PICK UP ADDITIONAL COSTS 
FOR ALLIED RESCUE FLIGHTS TO BERLIN 

REF: (A) USBERLIN 1881, (B) BONN 11750, (C) USBERLIN 1901, 

(D) BONN 11975 

SUMMARY. BERLIN SENAT HAS DECIDED TO SUBSIDIZE ALLIED RESCUE 
FLIGHTS, BUT DEUTSCHE RETTUNGSFLUGWACHT (DRW) HAS SAID NON- 
THREE POWER RESCUE FLIGHTS TO SCHOENEFELD MAY STILL BE 
NECESSARY. END SUMMARY. 

1 . SENAT ON JULY 19 DECIDED TO MAKE UP ON A CASE-BY-CASE 
BASIS THE PROVABLE ADDITIONAL COSTS ATTRIBUTABLE TO HIRING 
ALLIED AIRCRAFT FOR RESCUE FLIGHTS TO BERLIN S TEMPELHOF AND 
TEGEL AIRPORTS RATHER THAN REGULAR RESCUE ORGANIZATIONS USING 
FLIGHTS TO EAST GERMAN AIRPORT AT SCHOENEFELD. (TEXT OF 
SENAT VERMERK POUCHED BONN.) ACCORDING TO SENAT CHANCELLERY, 
SENAT WILL PICK UP THESE SUPPLEMENTAL COSTS ONLY FOR WEST 
BERLINERS WHO ARE SEVERELY ILL OR INJURED AND SHOULD BE 
TRANSPORTED TO BERLIN OR FOR CASES IN WHICH SUITABLE MEDICAL 
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TREATMENT IS AVAILABLE ONLY IN WEST BERLIN. PROGRAM IS TO 
BE CARRIED OUT FOR INITIAL PERIOD OF NOE YEAR. THE MONETARY 
LIMIT F.ART.F.R FORESEEN (REFTEL A) FOR SENAT CONTRIBUTIONS 
ON RESCUE FLIGHTS (30 PERCENT OF THE TOTAL RESCUE FLIGHT COST OR 
10,000 DEUTSCHE MARK) WAS STRICKEN FROM FINAL SENAT DECISION. 
NEVERTHELESS, ACTING CHIEF OF SENAT CHANCELLERY (DIEDRICH) 
ADMITTED SENAT MIGHT HAVE SOME DIFFICULTIES WITH REQUEST 
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FOR REIMBURSEMENT FOR RESCUE FLIGHT WHICH WOULD INVOLVE 
VERY HIGH COSTS, FOR EXAMPLE, ONE FORM HONG KONG. 

2. SENAT ALSO AGREED TO PICK UP 7050 DM EXTRA COST INCURRED 
IN FEBRUARY 10 DAN AIR RESCUE FLIGHT TO TEGEL FROM TEL AVIV 
ARRANGED BY DEUSCHE RETTUNGSFLUGWACHT. 

3. SENAT HAS CLARIFIED SOME OF REASONS ALLIED AIRCRAFT ARE, 

IN ITW VIEW, OFTEN MORE COSTLY THAN SWISS OR FRG ONES FOR 
RESUCE FLIGHTS: ALLIED AIRCRAFT REGULARLY EMPLOYED IN 
BERLIN SERVICE ARE LARGER THAN THOSE NEEDED FOR RESCUE 
FLIGHTS; ALLIED AIRCRAFT NOT STATIONED IN BERLIN OR FRG 
MUST TRAVERSE LONGER ROUTES THAN FRG/SWISS PLANES, 

INCREASING OPERATION COST OF AIRCRAFT AND TIME FLIGHT CREWS MUST 
BE ON DUTY. FURTHER, SWISS AND GERMAN PILOTS SOMETIMES 

FLY WITHOUT PAY FOR HUMANITARIAN REASONS, WHILE ALLIED PILOTS 
MAY NOT. 

4. SENAT ACTION WAS COVERED IN BERLIN PRESS JULY 20. 

COMMUNIST DIE WAHRHEIT PREDICTABLY CRITICIZED "ANTI-GDR" 

ACTION WHICH WOULD COST WEST BERLIN TAXPAYERS MORE MONEY. 

5. IN JULY 2 1 INTERVIEW ON RIAS, SPOKESMAN FOR DRW 
(KOEHLER) SAID RESCUE FLIGHTS TO BERLIN WOULD USE TEGEL 
AS FAR AS POSSIBLE. HOWEVER, DESPITE THE SENAT SUBSIDY, 

THERE WOULD CONTINUE TO BE USE OF SCHOENEFELD BY NON-THREE 
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POWER RESCUE FLIGHTS BECAUSE ALLIED AIRCRAFT NOT ALWAYS 
AVAILABLE. 

6. ONE STEP WHICH MIGHT INCREASE "AVAILABILITY" 

OF ALLIED PLANES WOULD BE ESTABLISHMENT OF CONTRACTS 
BETWEEN DRW AND SUCH ALLIED SERVES AS ST. JOHN'S AMBULANCE 
(UK) AND L'EUROPE ASSISTANCE (FRENCH), AS WELL AS BERLINAIR, 

IF LATTER ESTABLISHED HERE. SUCH CONTRACTS WOULD FACILITATE 
AVAILABILITY, WE THINK. GEORGE 
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